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results. If the ear becomes reinfected later, the treatment must be repeated. A complete description of the treatment is outlined on page 187.
Sheep mange or scab
Scab or scabies in sheep might as well be called mange. It is caused by a small insect-like parasite, of which there are four distinct varieties corresponding to the four types affecting .cattle. The four varieties are termed psoroptic, sarcoptic, chorioptic, and demodectic mites, each one favoring a different part of the sheep's body for its operations. Fortunately only one of the four varieties is of great importance and even this one is not nearly as widely distributed as formerly. This reduction in prevalence has been due to the efforts of both state and federal governments, by way of education and quarantine of infected flocks.
Psoroptic or common scab is contagious. The same is true of the other kinds of mites. This is the most common and dangerous type of mange, because it spreads rapidly through a flock by direct contact of the sick with the well. Scab is never inherited, although young lambs frequently become infected from their mothers.
If scab is not recognized early and steps taken to eradicate it, there is likely to be considerable financial loss both in the reduced quality of the wool and the death of large numbers of sheep. Scab is easily cured by appropriate dipping methods and it is only when the disease is ignored or mishandled that severe losses occur. If the flock owner tries to avoid the labor attendant on dipping or other treatment by using some patent medicine mixed in the feed or water, valuable time is lost and the disease may ruin the flock before sane treatment is begun.
Psoroptic or common scab
The common or psoroptic scab mite is very small, usually about 1/40 inch long. When deep scrapings are made from the diseased skin, the mites may be seen with the naked eye